Affect and effect
Affect and  effect are often confused in journalistic writing.  Here are guidelines for correct use of these words:

1. Affect is used as a verb that means “to influence” or “to have an impact on someone or something”  or “to pretend to have.” Examples:
· The amount of work I do will affect my grade.  (to influence)

· Her comments affected me in a way I could not have anticipated.  (to have an impact on) Note: in recent years, the use of  “impact” as a verb instead of “affect” has become common. “Impact,” however, is a noun.)

· I don’t like the person who sits on my right in that class because she affects a know-it-all manner.  (to pretend to have)

2. Effect is almost always used as a noun that means “result” or “consequence.”  Examples:

· The effect of one bad grade will be minimal.  (result)

· The complaint about his attitude had the unintended effect of making him even more obnoxious. (consequence )

3. Occasionally affect is used as a noun, not a verb.  In this use, affect is psychological term that roughly means “emotional” or “degree of emotion.”   You’ll rarely find this use of affect in good journalistic writing because few people are familiar with this meaning.  Example:

· The psychologist reported that the prisoner had low affect when she met with him Wednesday morning.  (degree of emotion)

4. Occasionally effect is used as a verb, not a noun.  In this use, effect means “to bring about.”  Most experienced journalistic writers avoid using effect as a verb because it sounds pretentious or stuffy.  Example:

· She enrolled her dog in obedience classes to effect a change in its behavior.  (to bring about)

Helpful Hints

· Does an article (a, an, the) appear immediately before the word?  You probably want to choose the noun, effect.

· Does a noun or a being verb (will, are, have) appear shortly before the word?  You probably want to choose the verb, affect or effect, depending on meaning.

· Is the word used as part of an infinitive (to _____ )?  You want to choose the verb, affect or effect, depending on the meaning.


