Misplaced modifiers
Putting words and clauses in the wrong place can lead to confusing and sometimes humorous sentences.  For example:

The new espadrille shoes are designed to flatter the leg with leather straps.

or

During his first veterinary school class, the feral pig escaped from the lab.

The writer knows what he’s trying to say, but the reader might be confused.  Are the shoes flattering for people with leather straps dangling off their legs?  Is the pig attending veterinary school?

· One key to avoiding a dangling or misplaced modifier is placing words and clauses close to the words they modify.  Here’s how to fix the first example:

The new espadrille shoes with leather straps are designed to flatter the leg.

· Or, you can fix the problem by moving the clauses and clarifying the pronoun.

A feral pig escaped from the lab during the student’s first veterinary class.

Sometimes it’s tricky to spot a misplaced modifier.  Consider the following example:

After hearing the lecture, Bob’s head was bursting with ideas.

Here’s the problem:  The clause “after hearing the lecture” modifies the subject, which is “head.”  But it was Bob who heard the lecture, not his head. 

· You can fix the problem in sentences like this by adding a subject to the introductory clause:

After Bob heard the lecture, his head was bursting with ideas.

In this example, it takes some patience to find the subject:
Despite a severely infected leg, a punctured lung and numerous gashes and bruises, Revolus’ smile grew ever wider as he recounted his story, lying on the lawn of the damaged headquarters of Medecins Sans Frontieres or Doctors Without Borders, a French aid group.

How can you fix this?

· Despite a severely infected leg, a punctured lung and numerous gashes and bruises, Revolus smiled as he recounted his story, lying on the lawn of the damaged headquarters of Medecins Sans Frontieres or Doctors Without Borders, a French aid group.

Words as well as phrases can tangle your sentences.  Consider the modifier “only” in these sentences.

Only the student attended class on Monday.

The only student attended class on Monday.

The student only attended class on Monday.

The student attended class only on Monday.

Each sentence has a different meaning, depending on the placement of the modifier.

Helpful hints

To keep your writing free of confusing misplaced modifiers, follow these tips:

· Place modifying words and clauses as close as possible to the word they modify.

· Clarify confusing pronouns in sentences.

· Watch out for tricky introductory clauses.   The clause should modify the subject of the independent clause.  

