Mixed-Up Words
Many pairs of words frequently get mixed up in writing.  
Here are some: 

allude (to refer to something indirectly) vs. elude (to avoid or escape someone or 

    something) 

compose (as in "Water is composed of hydrogen and oxygen.") vs. comprise (as in "Water comprises hydrogen and oxygen molecules.") 

disinterested (impartial) vs. uninterested (not interested) 

effect (noun, meaning "result") vs. affect (verb, meaning "to influence") 

faze (to worry or disturb) vs. phase (a stage or level of development or growth) 

  

Take vs. bring: 
Consider who is speaking (creating action) to determine if something is being taken away or brought closer. 


"Take" is used to discuss removing something from its current location. You take 
something away. 

Take this plate of cookies to the party. 


Take the dog outside (speaker/actor is in the house).


"Bring" is used to discuss something you would like to come to your current 
location. You have someone bring you something you need. 

Be sure and bring the plate back from the party.


Bring the dog outside (speaker is already outside).


If you are writing a police report, you may say:


Ambulance crews took the victims to the hospital around 6:30 p.m, according to 
bystanders at the scene.


But if the story is about hospital ER staff’s busy evenings, you may say:


Ambulance crews brought victims to the hospital around 6:30 p.m., just as the 
intern was finishing his shift. 

Flaunt means to show off; flout means to ignore. 

Awhile: adverb meaning for a brief time



(Sit down and stay awhile.)

A while: noun meaning indefinite time



(We haven’t been there for a while.)

Compliment: flattering remark

Complement: to complete; a counterpart

Elicit: evoke, draw forth

Illicit: unlawful, disapproved by society

Fewer: used with numbers 



(If you have 12 items or fewer, use line two.)

Less: use with amounts (non-numerical)



(He’s less interested in using line two.)

Farther: go beyond a certain point, refers to literal distance.



(Go farther down the street and turn right.)

Further: Go beyond a certain point, refers to figurative distance



(Don’t give it a further thought.)

Gibe: jeer or taunt

Jibe: to be in harmony, agreement or accord

Jive: jazz or its origins

Home: to focus on or pinpoint

Hone: to sharpen

Imminent: likely to happen soon

Eminent: respected, prominent

Infer: deduce, conclude

Imply: suggest


(Speakers imply, listeners infer)

Insure: to provide insurance

Ensure: to make safe or sure, to guarantee

Peak: highest point

Peek: steal a look, glance

Pique: (noun) anger annoyance, or (verb) provoke or stimulate

Piqué: a fabric

Principal: (noun) lead person or main part of a loan, (adjective) main or most important

Principle: (noun) rule, controlling idea, ideal

Sight: involves eyes (You are a sight for sore eyes.)

Site: a location, place (This is the site of the fire.)

