Who/whom
Using who and whom (and whoever and whomever) correctly isn't as difficult as some seem to think.  Here are a couple of tips:

· Use who (and whoever) as subjects; use whom (and whomever) as objects.

You will find occurrences of who/whom chiefly in two instances:

· in questions (Who ate my lunch? Whom should I trust?)

· in subordinate clauses (The cake goes to the child who spells the most words correctly. She talks to whoever will listen)

· The biggest  problem comes in the second instance, the subordinate clause, and it occurs when you think you are dealing with the object of a preposition when really you are dealing with the subject of the subordinate clause.
Police promotions go to whoever has seniority.

A romantic gives her affection to whoever shows the slightest interest.

In the above cases, you have subordinate clauses (whoever has. . .and whoever shows. . .). Since a clause needs a subject, the pronoun you choose must be the one in the nominative case: who (ever) not whom (ever).
· But watch out! The pronoun in the subordinate clause may not be the subject of the clause. Check to determine what function (subject or object) the pronoun places in the clause. 

The death penalty can be given to whomever juries will convict. 

Just to make it interesting:

People are “who.” Things are “that.”


She is the one who talked to me on the phone.

Helpful hints

A simple test for when you have chosen the right word comes from the grammar book: Brooks and Pinson, Working with Words (2nd edition), New York: St. Martin's Press, 1993, pp. 20-21.

Replace who, whom, whoever or whomever with he or him, she or her, they or them. (You may need to rearrange the order of the sentence to make sense.) If he, she or they works best, use who or whoever. If him, her or them works best, use whom or whomever. 

Examples:  

Who  do experts say win games? (Do experts say they win games?)


Whoever shoots a police officer is as good as dead . (She shoots a police 

officer.)


To whom did the mayor speak? (Did the mayor speak to him?)


Dance with whomever you like, but be prepared for the consequences. 


(… you like to dance with her.)

